
  MEMORANDUM

2nd Floor, 131 Civic Centre Road p: 780.865.6077
Hinton, AB  T7V 2E5 f:  780.865.5706                
www.hinton.ca e: wjones@hinton.ca

DATE: September 1, 2016 

TO:          REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2016

FROM: Wendy Jones, Director of Planning and Development

SUBJECT: Interim Report:  University of Alberta with Alberta Innovates 
Deep-Dive Analysis of the Best Geothermal Reservoirs for
Commercial Development in Alberta 

           
Project Overview:

At the Regular Council Meeting on August 18, 2015 council passed the following resolution: Council approves 
commissioning the study (to determine the volume of energy available through geo-thermal energy) in partnership 
with the University of Alberta and Alberta Innovates and other participating municipalities for a cost of approximately 
$20,000 to $25,000.   Funding to commission this study will be absorbed by the Council Contingency. 

A Letter of Intent was finalized on August 31, 2015 with the Contribution Agreement being acknowledged December 
21, 2015.  

Project Time Frame:  One (1) year with interim reporting.

Final Report Findings:  February, 2017

Project Objective:

The purpose of this project is to provide the municipal governments in our target regions the information they require 
to plan for incorporating the geothermal resource base into their long-term energy strategies and begin the process of 
commercial development.

Project Work Plan:

The project consists of 5 different work packages, totaling 10 tasks.   Each task is associated with its own deliverable.    
The project concludes with a final report.   
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Interim Report:

The Interim Report findings (Attachment #1) are prepared by the University of Alberta with support from Alberta 
Innovates.   Jonathan Banks, Research Scientist will speak to interim report as a delegate on September 6, 2016.
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Executive Summary:

Summary:

The Electrical Power Capacity:  per year for 30 years (MWe) (see slide 9 of the attachment) shows the gross median 
thermal and electrical energy capacity for both the Obed section and the entire Hinton search radius over a 30 – year 
period.    The search radius around Hinton has a median thermal capacity of 2.45 GW of thermal power and may be 
utilized on a yearly basis for 30 years.   With an electricity conversion factor of 0.08, this represents a median 
electrical power capacity of 196 MW over the same time frame.     

Attachment
1. Deep-Dive Analysis of the Best Geothermal Reservoirs for Commercial Development in Alberta:   

Interim Report Highlights for Hinton.

Page 10 of 130



 

 

 

 

 

 

1- 

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 

Faculty of Science 

Deep-Dive Analysis of the Best Geothermal Reservoirs 
for Commercial Development in Alberta 

 

Interim Report: 
Hinton 

 

Page 11 of 130



 

 

 

 

 

 

1- 

N

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 

Faculty of Science 

Page 12 of 130


